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he left, descended into our wicked world, where he 
was often treated with neglect and derision, and 
finally expired on the cross in great agony. Now 
is it possible you have never accepted this Sa- 
viour, nor once thanked him for his great salva- 
tion? You would have been lost forever without 
his mercy—for of yourself, you would never have 
been disposed to love his name or his service. 

My dear young friend, I entreat you to believe 
fn this Saviour; come to him, and beg him to give 
you anew heart and aright spirit. Do it now, 
for even the next moment may not be yours. 
Your life may suddenly end, and you-be called to 
stand at the bar of God, to render an account of 
every action, word, and thought of your whole life. 

Again I entreat you to believe in Christ, and 
you will be saved from your sins and from a place 
in the world of misery; and the glories and the 
joys of heaven will be yours. And now let your 
young heart utter itself in these words to God: 

O, Saviour of sinners, look upon me with 

pity and mercy. Let thy Holy Spirit scatter the 
darkness and soften the hardness of my heart. O 
may I come to thee as a lost and guilty sinner, 
believing that thou art able and willing to pardon 
my sins, and make me a holy child. O give me 
true faith in thy name, for without faith it is im- 
possible to please thee. All I ask in thy name 
and for thy sake. Amen. 











EDITORIAL. 








TO OUR PATRONS. 

This week’s paper closes the sixth Volume of the Youth’s Com- 
panion. The Editor cannot avoid expressing the gratification he 
feels that his endeavors to please and instruct the young, have been 
so favorably received. Notwithstanding the changes which are pe- 
culiarly liable to take place among his patrons, and the competition 
of many imitators of our plan, we find our subscription greater now 
than it ever has been. We shall therefore renew our efforts to make 
this paper a Companion whose weekly visits will be always wel- 
come, entertaining and profitable. 





GOOD NEWS FOR THE BLIND. 

Some weeks ago we gave a short account of Dr. 
Howe’s Institution for the Instruction of the Blind. 
He has since prosecuted his benevolent purpose with 
much success. There have recently been several exhi- 
bitions of his blind pupils, in order that the public 
more generally might be informed of the practicability 
of teaching those unfortunate people many things of 
which they are ignorant, and enabling them to do much 
for their own support. These exhibitions have been 
so satisfactory that a very deep interest has been exci- 
ted in their behalf. The Legislature has appropriated 
asum of money for the education of a limited number, 
and several gentlemen of wealth, seeing the necessity 
of placing the institution on a more enlarged and per- 
manent basis, have with praiseworthy liberality con- 
tributed to this object. Thomas H. Perkins Esq. set 
the example by offering to give his mansion house in 
Pearl Street, which he values at $30,000, for a per- 
manent Asylum, provided $50,000 more should be sub- 
scribed before the end of the present month, to support 
the institution. His example has been followed by 
other gentlemen who have subscribed large sums to- 
wards the amount called for. The ladies too have 
been some time past engaged in preparing articles for 

a Fair to raise money for this object—and they have 
made quite a splended affair of it—Faneuil Hall has 
been converted into a toy shop, and the ladies have 
turned shop keepers. The hall has been decorated with 
evergreen bowers, and the tables loaded with the 
greatest variety of ornamental articles—the blind pu- 
pils have been there to interest the people by singing, 
and bands of music have been delighting the ear by 
Sweet sounds. For several days and evenings the hall 
has been crowded with purchasers and spectators, 
although none were admitted without paying 25 or 50 
cents each. Great prices have been given for the ar- 
ticles purchased—and this splended fair has closed 
much to the satisfaction of the projectors, as it will 
probably raise $10,000, which is to help make up 





ted that the requisite sum will be raised, and this great 
and good object be speedily accomplished. This is 
indeed good news for the blind, and we hope our young 
readers will infogn any blind persons they may kuow, 
and who may not be able to read, of the good inten- 
tion of the people of Boston towards them. 





EXAMPLE. 
Mr. Wiiuts—I have two little nephews, the eldest 
about nine, and three nieces, the eldest about eleven, 
who have been delighted with reading the numbers of 
the Youth’s Companion for the last year. 
A few weeks ago I tok! them that if the four eldest 
would recite a verse each day from the Bible, and 
learn the youngest (who cannot read) a verse each 
week, for a year, I would procure for them a copy of 
the Youth’s Companiou for one year, ending April 20, 
1834. There was a hasty reply “ I will,” ‘* J will,” &c. 
I need not add they have thus far been punctual. 
Query—-What if others, who have children and 
young friends growing up around them, were to adopt 
the same plan? Ww. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

** A Youth who loves the cause of Temperance,” is in- 
formed that it would not be proper to publish his account 
of the formation of a Temperance Society, without stating 
the place and time of its formation, and without the Editor’s 
knowing the name of the author of the statement. 

He is also informed that if he does not find in our columns 
articles on the subject of Temperance, it must be because he 
has not looked for them, as we have been careful for several 
months past to publish as many articles on that subject as our 
limits would admit, keeping in view the necessity of variety, 
and of selecting such articles as would be interesting to our 
youthful readers. 











POETRY. 


THE BLIND BOY. 

Lines, spoken by Joseph Smith, at the Exhibition of the 
Pupils of the New England Institution for the Edu- 
cation of the Blind. 


The bird, that never tried his wing, 
Can blithely hop and sweetly sing; 
Though prisoned in a narrow cage, 
Till his bright feathers droop with age. 
So I, while never blest with sight, 

Shut out from heaven’s surrounding light, 
Life’s hours and days and years enjoy, 
Though blind, a merry-hearted boy. 
That captive bird may never float 
.Through heaven, or pour his thrilling note 
*Mid shady groves, by pleasant streams, 
That sparkle in the fy moonbeams; 
But he may gaily flutter round 

Within his prison’s scanty bound, 

And give his soul to song—for he 
Ne’er longs to taste sweet liberty. 

Oh! may I not as happy dwell 

Within my unillumined cell? 

May I not leap and sing and play, 

And turn my constant night to day? 

I never saw the sky, the sea, 

The earth was never green to me; 
Then, why, oh! why should I repine, 
For blessings that were never mine. 
Think not that blindness makes me sad, 
My thoughts, like yours, are often glad. 
Parents I have who love me well— 
Their different voices I can tell, 
Though far and absent, I can hear, 

In dreams, their music meet my ear. 

Is there a star so dear above, 

As the low voice of one you love? 

I never saw my father’s face; 

Yet, on his forehead when I place 

My hand and feel the wrinkles there, 
Left less by time than anxious care, 

I fear the world has sights of wo 

To knit the brows of manhood so. 

I sit upon my father’s knee— 

He’d love me less if I could see. 


I never saw my mother’s smile: 

Her gentle tones my heart beguile— 
They fall, like distant melody, 

They are so mild and sweet tome. 

She murmurs not—my mother dear! 
Though sometimes I have kissed the tear 
From her soft cheek, to tell the joy 

One smiling word would give her boy. 
Right merry was I every day! 

Fearless to run about and play 











the 50,000 needed. It is therefore confidently expec- 





With sisters, brothers, friends and all, 
To answer to their sudden call, 


To join the ring, to speed the chase, 
To find each playmate’s hiding-place, 
And pass my hand across his brow 
To tell him---I could do it now! 


Yet, though delightful flew the hours, 

So passed in childhood’s peaceful bowers, 
When all were gone to school but I, 

I used to sit at home and sigh; 

And though I never longed to view 

The earth so green, the sky so blue, 

I thought I’d give the world to look 
Along the pages of a book. 

Now, since I ’ve learned to read and write, 
My heart is filled with new delight. 

And music too---can there be found 

A sight so beautiful as sound? 

Tell me, kind friends, in one short word--- 
Am I not like that captive bird? 

I live in song and peace and joy, 

Though blind, a merry-hearted boy! 
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